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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

Welcome November! As we finally move out of  hurricane 
season, we long to leave behind the fear of devastation, the 
oppressive heat of the summer, and the  nuisance of summer 
time bugs  (mostly mosquitos. I really mean mosquitos here). 
I love the fall and the winds of change. I welcome the shorter 
days in hopes of cooler ones for gumbo dinners and nights 
around a fire. I love college football Saturday, early morning 
coffee outside in prayer or reading, and gentle breezes or the 
rustle of leaves. At the same time though, I am keenly aware 
that it means we are close to midyear. Yes – we are almost 
halfway through the school year. It seems impossible and yet it is here. I try to 
remember the first day: the first day back with the sweet sounds of students’ 
laughter, a welcome hug from a colleague or a returning parent; a stream of 
the first first days of school and the last first day of school now as a parent of a 
senior. And just like that I am overcome with emotion and remembering through 
tears of joy.

“When it comes to life, the critical thing is whether you take things for granted or take them with gratitude.” In this quote, GK 
Chesterton lays out the call for gratitude very simply. The virtue of gratitude is not just an emotional response to something but rather 
it is a choice. I always think of that choice still as something soft or even still as a response to a gift, but in my recent reflections I read 
of Pope Francis’ approach to gratitude and I am changed. Pope Francis called gratitude a powerful weapon. He suggested that if we 
can be truly grateful, practice gratitude daily then we can allow the Holy Spirit to grant us the freshness that can renew our life and 
our mission. Wow, a renewal through gratitude! If we commit to this daily approach, we will be moved to look at our lives differently. 
We must walk slower, listen more, smile, give. We should recollect at the end of each day of the blessings we have before us, even in 
the struggle or in our cross. We can then lose sight of envy, judgment, negativity because we are free to recognize what is genuinely 
good and beautiful around us. We will welcome Jesus and each other more readily.  We will spend more time with Him in adoration. 
And our hearts will be open to the grace and gifts of Our Father and of each other.

At JPG our faculty and staff seek to model to teach as Jesus taught,  but 
perhaps we should do more. Perhaps we need to model and seek to live as 
Jesus lived. By practicing an attitude of thanksgiving we are following the 
model of Jesus who expressed gratitude to the Father throughout His own 
life and ministry. (Matthew 26:27; Mark 14:23; Luke 22:17-19; 1 Corinthians 
11:24). Do we follow this model? Daily, do we express gratitude to each 
other and to our Father? Do our prayers thank God for the day, for the 
sunset and stars, for the laughter of children? Do our prayers thank God 
for the lesson in the struggle and the weight of the cross? And do we give 
thanks to each other? Do we tell our spouse thank you for the sacrifice of 
their day and time for our family? Or the struggling child in our family or 
classroom for the opportunity to learn from him or practice patience with 
her? Do we really give thanks and live in gratitude?

Regardless of your answers to the previous questions, we invite you to 
start over, to allow the Holy Spirit to grant you the freshness of renewal and 
to seek to live a life of gratitude with us.  All of us together in thanksgiving 
and in faith seeking to model Jesus. We pray that as we begin November 
and this season of gratitude, you too can recollect the blessings in your life.  

And as this season of gratitude makes way for a season of giving, we are grateful for the opportunity to give of our time, talent, and 
treasures with you for this beautiful apostolate of Catholic, classical education. 
We are grateful to share in the treasure trove of the Catholic tradition and to seek 
holiness for each other, our families, and our precious students.

From the desk of

Head of SchoolMrs. Angela Odinet CalendarCalendar
Nov 1 All School Mass - All Saints' Day
Nov 3 Early Dismissal - Speech & Debate
Nov 8 Fides et Ratio: Speaker Series pt 1
Nov 9 Headmaster's Challenge Shirts
Nov 10 • Upper School House Shirts

• Lower School Veteran Mass
Nov 11 10th Annual Collarnary Cook Off
Nov 16 • LS Thanksgiving Feast

• Totus Tuus Shirts
Nov 20-24 Thanksgiving Break
Nov 28 #iGiveCatholic
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SEASON OF GRATITUDE
Thank you!
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SEASON OF GRATITUDE
We are grateful...
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SEASON OF GIVING

Upcoming Events for Parents!


